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  St Luke’s C E First School

Dates for your 
Diary 
 

 

January 

 
Monday 6th – TED 

school closed to 

pupils 

 

Tuesday 7th – First 

day back for the 

spring term! 

 

Thursday 9th – 

Lion class first 

swimming 

 

Week Beginning 

20th – All classes 

to complete 

NSPCC’s Speak 

Out, Stay Safe 

activities  

 

Wednesday 22nd – 

Elephants Class 

Sporthall Athletics 

at Trinity High 

School 

 

February 
 

Wednesday 12th – 

Lions Adopt a Chef 

2nd session 

 

Friday 14th – Break 

up for Half Term  

 

Monday 24th – 

School Re-opens 

for Spring 2 

 

  

 

This week… 

We have come to the end of the Autumn term and what a wonderful term it has 
been! At the end of a term, it is always lovely to reflect back on the highs and 
successes of the time we have spent in school – and there have been many! From 
school trips, visitors, performances, work with me sessions, swimming and lots, lots 
more – we have packed a lot into this first term! We are so proud of all of our 
delightful children for their hard work and efforts every day, and for the joy they 
bring to our school community! At this time of year, I would like to take the time and 
the opportunity to thank our dedicated and hard working staff team who do a 
fabulous job every day for the children. Thank you also to our parents/carers for 
your support for the school – it is really appreciated. I know the staff will want to 
join me in thanking you also for your very kind gifts, cards and goodwill messages – 
again, these are very much appreciated.  
We wish you all a lovely Christmas break. I hope you all take the time to spend it 
with your friends and loved ones and that you find some time to relax!  
We look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Tuesday 7th January 
2025. 
 
Attendance:  

Our attendance to date is 94.9%. 
For the first time this academic year, our attendance has dropped 
below 95%. We are aware of winter germs and illnesses but we hope 
that we can turn this around in the spring term and get our overall 
attendance back up to above 95%. 
The grid below shows this week’s attendance for each class/whole school on 

the top row and the bottom row is the cumulative attendance for each 

class/whole school from 4.9.24 to 20.12.24. 

 

Bears Giraffes Elephants Tigers Lions Whole 

School 

89.83% 89.0% 85.38% 92.14% 95.17% 90.39% 

93.26% 94.15% 94.57% 97.03% 95.93% 94.9% 



 
School Admissions 
A reminder that if you are applying for a first or middle school place for September 2025, the deadline for 
applications is 15th January 2025. You can apply here: 
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/schools-education-and-learning/apply-school-place 
 
 
PTA Christmas Fair 
Thank you to our PTA for organising and running our Christmas Fair last Friday, and thank you to all the 
parents/carers and family members who attended the event – we hope you enjoyed it!  For our Christmas themed 
events, the PTA have raised almost £450 which will be spent on enrichment for the children here at school.  
I would like to thank the PTA for their hard work and commitment to the school over the past term. Due to their 
fundraising and hard work the children have had the opportunity to enjoy the pumpkin party disco and a cinema 
night. December is always a busy time and this year has been no different with the Santa breakfast, grotto 
experience and Christmas Fair. The PTA have also provided the children with Christmas crackers this week so they 
could celebrate our Christmas lunch in style! 
 
A Fond Farewell  
Today we say a very difficult goodbye to Mrs Cox as she leaves to start 
her retirement after over 30 years being associated with St Luke’s. Mrs 
Cox first began coming to St Luke’s when her children attended here 
and, since becoming a member of staff, has become an integral part of 
the team. I think I echo the thoughts of both parents and staff when I 
say we’re not quite fully sure how we are going to cope without her 
knowledge and expertise in the school office, but we also want to say a huge ‘congratulations’ to her on her 
retirement and we wish her all the very best for an exciting future of holidays and time with her grandchildren. 
 
As you will know from my recent letter, this term we also say a fond farewell to Mrs Cockram as she has made the 
difficult decision to not return to her post in the new year. We send our warmest wishes to Mrs Cockram and her 
family and we hope to see her back in school for a visit soon.   
 
This week we have also said goodbye and happy retirement to Mrs Amin, who works for Cupcakes Catering 
serving our lunches. Mrs Amin has been coming to St Luke’s for 5 years and she will be fondly missed by staff and 
children alike – but we wish her all the best in her retirement! 
 

Christmas Experience  
What a wonderful time we had on Tuesday at the Christmas Experience. Reverend Ruth and her team made us all 
feel so welcome, as always, and the children really enjoyed hearing about the Christmas story and getting their 
passports stamped! 
 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/schools-education-and-learning/apply-school-place


 
Spring 1 Clubs 
Our Spring 1 clubs start on Tuesday 7th January. If your child has been 
successful in gaining a place in one of our clubs, Mrs Cox will have 
notified you by Class Dojo message. If your child will be attending a 
sport club, we have also explained our uniform expectations. As a 
reminder: 
Monday Running Clun KS2 – children to come to school wearing PE kit 
Tuesday Disney Shooting Stars Football – children to wear school uniform and bring trainers to change into  
Thursday Dodgeball Years 2-4 – children to wear school uniform and bring trainers to change into 
 
 
Lumi Nova – A reminder of the new free APP to support children (aged 7-12) with 
anxieties, fears and worries  
 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire NHS have partnered with BFB Labs to offer children and 
young people in Herefordshire and Worcestershire free access to Lumi Nova from 1st 
October 2024. 
 
Lumi Nova: Tales of Courage is a digital therapeutic mobile game supporting children with fears, worries and 
anxiety. Designed for children aged 7-12 years, Lumi Nova helps children to reflect on their feelings, build 
resilience and learn lifelong skills to self-manage their worries in a fun intergalactic adventure. 
 
• Recommended by NICE (The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence) 
 • Lumi Nova offers a Gold Standard of Care by facilitating graded exposures (the active ingredient of Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy) with psychoeducation 
• Parent/guardian supported intervention 
• Built in safeguarding & accessibility features 
 
You can access the app here - https://luminova.app/ 
 
You can watch this short-animated video to learn more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmgrU4zXU3M 
 
 
Online Safety 
We shared the internet safety poster at the end of last week’s newsletter, but with the Christmas break fast 
approaching and the possibility of members of your family receiving new technology and devices as gifts, we 
thought it was worth re-sharing in this week’s newsletter, especially as we have become aware recently of some 
inappropriate websites being viewed by some of our children.  
 
The National College released the following information along with the internet safety poster: 
The holiday season is fast approaching!  While we hope you’re excited to kick back, relax, and enjoy some well-
earned rest with friends and family, it’s still vitally important that we do all we can to safeguard the children and 
young people in our care over the festive period. However, it can be tricky to know what specific steps we can 
take to ensure our winter break is as calm and risk-free as possible, which is why we’ve put together this week’s 
free guide. Check out our expert advice on keeping youngsters safe over the festive season.  
 
We have also added an additional E-Safety poster to the end of this newsletter – this time, information for parents 
and carers about keeping safe on social media.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://luminova.app/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmgrU4zXU3M


Mental Health Support 
Christmas can be a difficult time of year. The following website has links to a wide range of mental health support:  
https://www.startingwellworcs.nhs.uk/wellbeing/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worcestershire HAF It 
Worcestershire’s HAF It! Offers FREE holiday clubs, activities and events for families in Worcestershire during the 
school holidays funded by the Department for Education. 
To find out more, go to visit the HAF page on the Worcestershire County Council website: 
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/holiday-activities-
and-food-haf-programme 
Or, to get live updates about the programme, follow the HAF Worcestershire Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/HAFWorcestershire?locale=en_GB 
 
 
Collective Worship 
In collective worship this week, we have shared the Christmas story ahead of the children visiting the Bridge 
Church for the Christmas Experience.  
 
In our Celebration Worship we have said “congratulations” to children impressing their teachers by showing our 
school values.  I was delighted to hand out values certificates to Elias (Bears) Yusha (Giraffes), Jemimah 
(Elephants), Shannon (Tigers) and Ammishaddai (Lions). 
 

We also handed out the termly Headteacher awards to – Alexia (Bears), Isla (Giraffes) Hafsa 
(Elephants), Zorain (Tigers) and Eva (Lions).  
 
These children have been chosen for being excellent role models, hard workers and all-round 
super stars for the entire term.  We congratulate them and thank them for all their hard work 
and efforts.  

 
Lunchtime award winners: Macy, Hannah & Haniya (Lions). 
 
OPAL Golden Welly Winner: Hunter (Elephants). 
 

https://www.startingwellworcs.nhs.uk/wellbeing/
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/holiday-activities-and-food-haf-programme
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/holiday-activities-and-food-haf-programme
https://www.facebook.com/HAFWorcestershire?locale=en_GB


Earth Team are the team point trophy winner with a whopping 1147 team points for the term! 
 
Our Lions class have received the only attendance certificate of the week for attendance over 95% - well done! 
 

St Luke’s Stars of the Week 

Each week in our celebration assembly, the teachers will be choosing a pupil to recognise for their excellent 

work and attitude to learning.  Please see Class Dojo for pictures of our ‘St Luke’s Stars of the Week’.  We are 

very proud of everyone for their hard work and achievements. 

                          

Bears: Denis for willingly coming to do his focus learning and wonderful singing in the Christmas play! 

Giraffes: Ollie - for trying really hard with his reading – keep it up! 

Elephants: Bertie for his brilliant understanding of Christmas and why Christians celebrate Christmas.  

Tigers: Ursula for her amazing retell of Gregory Cool, using all of our Year 3 writerly skills including adverbials, 

conjunctions and direct speech. 

Lions: Macy for her work in all foundation subjects/areas of school life! Macy's confidence has really developed 

this half term. She is coming into school every day with a beaming smile, ready to learn and she is applying all of 

her writing skills to other areas of the curriculum. 

Please continue to send in certificates and awards from outside of school achievements so we can share them 

with the whole school community during our celebration assembly 

 

  

 





 


